I. Introduction
It is a fact that the international community has in the past few decades focused its attention on the development of international environmental law through the development of bilateral, regional and global environmental agreements. The agreements cover various areas or subjects of environmental protection and conservation. Unfortunately, despite such rapid development of international and regional agreements, the environment continues to be degraded and polluted. Recently, however, the international community realized that the development of treaties without accompanying or subsequent implementation or enforcement means the agreements developed will remain useless papers or documents with no effect on the environment or society. Consequently, the current focus on implementation, compliance with, and enforcement of, Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) to make them effective documents which change the environment in which the human being lives, comes as no surprise.
Several efforts and mechanisms have been and are being developed to bridge the gap between the development and implementation of MEAs. Such efforts are made at a national level by the countries themselves, or by MEA Secretariats to assist their Parties, or by the Parties themselves through COPs or by international bodies with environment-related mandates, such as UNEP, FAO, IUCN, and WHO, to mention but a few. All these efforts are intended to achieve the same objective, namely, effective compliance with, and enforcement of, MEAs.
In this regard, this paper will explore some of those efforts being undertaken by different bodies and roles played by them to ensure and promote effective compliance with and enforcement of MEAs. Consequently, the paper begins by responding to the question of why such a focus on ensuring compliance currently exists, followed by an exposé of existing mechanisms to promote compliance with MEAs. The mechanisms include both those develSenior Legal Officer, Division of Environmental Policy Implementation (DEPI) -UNEP. Views expressed in this paper are entirely the author's and do not necessarily reflect those of UNEP. ELIZABETH MARUMA MREMA 202 oped by Parties themselves through their COPs and various committees, and those by regional bodies such as UNECE, etc. From the general discussion on compliance mechanisms, the paper will elaborate the relevance of UNEP and the role it has developed in ensuring compliance with MEAs. Of importance regarding the UNEP role, will be the development of Guidelines on Compliance with and Enforcement of MEAs as a toolbox of actions, approaches and measures to strengthen the international and national implementation of MEAs. The role played by UNEP in ensuring the effective implementation of common and cross-cutting issues for compliance will be discussed. Examples of practical actions or activities undertaken by UNEP to promote compliance with the common cross-cutting issues of MEAs, while leaving specific MEA issues to the individual MEA Secretariats, will equally be elaborated.
II. The Current Focus on Ensuring Compliance with MEAs
International environmental law, though one of the youngest and newest fields of law, has grown and continues to grow at a tremendous speed. In the last three decades many multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs) at the global as well as regional levels have been developed at varying speed, 1 and their number has increased tremendously within this short period. A number of them duplicate or overlap each other in several aspects including principles, norms and institutional arrangements for their implementation, follow-up, reporting and coordination. This situation has resulted in a lack of coherence, inadequate implementation, duplication, inefficiency, ineffectiveness in implementation, synergy and interlinkages both at the national and regional level. As a result, loopholes have at times been created thus undermining the very problems that were intended to be solved or curbed, and jeopardizing effective functioning mechanisms put in place by the conventions.
To date, the exact number of existing MEAs is unknown or uncertain. Estimates, however, seem to indicate that approximately 700 2 multilateral, re-1 While the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea took ten years and the 1997 UN Convention on the Law of Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses took approximately three decades to develop, many took less than that.
